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CALLING ON TURKISH-OCCUPIED 
CYPRUS TO PROTECT RELIGIOUS 
ARTIFACTS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILL DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, I am 
concerned that the voice vote passage of H. 
Res. 1631, on September, 28, 2010, ‘‘Calling 
for the protection of religious sites and arti-
facts from and in Turkish-occupied areas of 
northern Cyprus as well as for general respect 
for religious freedom,’’ may be detrimental to 
efforts at reunification of Cyprus. 

While the Cyprus dispute is between Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, it has com-
manded the attention of other countries for 
decades. In that time, negotiations over Cy-
prus have involved not only the Cypriot com-
munities, but also Turkey, Greece, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, the United Na-
tions, and the European Union. The impasse 
over Cyprus has had a number of implications, 
including the continuing stalemate on Turkey’s 
accession to the European Union. 

While sponsors of H. Res. 1631, spoke 
about religious tolerance, this legislation is 
clearly intended to target Turkey and Turkish 
Cypriots directly. No mention was made about 
the destruction of Turkish-Muslim cultural sites 
in the Republic of Cyprus, or the fact that both 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities have 
been working to tackle this problem together 
since 2008, under a Technical Committee es-
tablished jointly by the leaders of the two com-
munities. 

Turkey, a friend of the United States and a 
NATO ally, has been supportive of the current 
discussions within the global community and 
between the two Cypriot leaders. The continu-
ation of these efforts should be encouraged. 

Passage of H. Res. 1631 at this time, could 
provoke a highly negative reaction and com-
pletely sidetrack the ongoing reunification 
process. Instead of a one-sided resolution, this 
House should commend and endorse the 
steps taken by both parties to resolve their 
longstanding dispute and settle their dif-
ferences together. 
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RECOGNITION OF SHIRLEY H. 
KEENAN DILL 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life of Mrs. Shirley Keen-
an Dill. Mrs. Dill, an active member of her 
community, passed away on January 16, 2010 
at the age of 81. She was a model citizen and 
adored by her colleagues. Her faithful dedica-
tion and commitment toward others is unques-
tionably worthy of this body’s recognition. 

Mrs. Dill was a lifelong resident of the Parlin 
section of Sayreville, New Jersey. She was 
predeceased by her three sisters, Claire 
Glinsky, Evelyn Szarvas and Joan Dooling 
and by two brothers, George and William 
Keenan. Surviving are her husband Homer Dill 
and daughter and son-in-law Sandi and 
Wayne Krainski. She also had three grand-
children and three great-grandchildren. Mrs. 
Dill attended Our Lady of Victories School and 
is an alumna of Sayreville War Memorial High 
School. Proud to represent her Irish heritage, 
Mrs. Dill was recognized for her role as the 
Welcome Home Queen in 1946 following 
World War II. 

Mrs. Shirley Kennan Dill has an exceptional 
record of community service. Mrs. Dill served 
as President of the Sayreville Lady Dems for 
eighteen years. Throughout her life, she also 
worked on numerous political campaigns, 
most notably that of former Governor Jim 
McGreevey. She was best known for making 
the campaigning process fun and organized 
unique events such as pep rallies and pa-
rades. Similarly, she also led the Democrats to 
organize multiple volunteer efforts, many of 
which benefited terminally ill children. Mrs. Dill 
was also involved with the Sayreville Historical 
Society, Sayreville Senior Citizens Thursday 
Club, Middlesex County Federation of Demo-
cratic Women and the New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Democratic Women. Mrs. Dill was 
best known for her wit and standing up for 
what she believed in. She is remembered as 
an individual who poured her heart and soul 
into the community and was best known for 
advocating on behalf of the people of 
Sayreville. Her persistence served as motiva-
tion to other women interested in pursuing po-
litical opportunities. Mrs. Dill’s hard work has 
undoubtedly touched many lives and has 
helped countless people throughout central 
New Jersey. 

As a result of her exceptional work, Mrs. Dill 
was the recipient of the Peg Roberts Award 
from the New Jersey Federation of Democratic 
Women. This award is presented to an indi-
vidual who promotes the Democratic Party 
and is involved with government and volun-
teering. Mrs. Dill was the first woman from 
Middlesex County to be bestowed with this 
honor. 

Madam Speaker, Shirley Keenan Dill dedi-
cated her life to community activism and her 
actions have touched the hearts and minds of 
countless men, women and children. Her leg-
acy has served as an inspiration to us all and 
she will be truly missed. 
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JUDGE SAMAC RICHARDSON 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 17, 2010 

Mr. HARPER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Judge Samac Richardson for 
his exceptional public service career in my 
home state of Mississippi. 

Judge Richardson currently lives in Bran-
don, Mississippi in the Third Congressional 
District, where his reputation for fair and just 
judgment led to a post as Circuit Judge for 
Mississippi’s 20th Judicial District in Madison 
and Rankin Counties. Mississippi’s Circuit 
Court serves 22 districts with 49 judges, trying 
both felony criminal cases and civil actions. 

Prior to his thirteen years of elected service 
on the Circuit Court, Judge Richardson spent 
five years as Rankin County Court Judge, six 
years as Assistant District Attorney, five years 
as a public defender, five years as Rankin 
County School Board hearing officer and three 
years as Pearl, Mississippi City Attorney. 

Judge Richardson’s conservative interpreta-
tion of the Mississippi Constitution is without 
doubt a reflection of his Mississippi upbringing. 
He received his Juris Doctorate in 1975 from 
the former Jackson School of Law, now Mis-
sissippi College School of Law, completed his 
undergraduate studies in Accounting at Mis-
sissippi State University, attended courses at 
East Central Community College and grad-
uated from Philadelphia High School in 1965. 
Additionally, Judge Richardson is a 1993 grad-
uate of the National Judicial College. 

Judge Samac Richardson will retire from the 
bench in December leaving behind a legacy of 
impartiality. Judge Richardson has dedicated 
his life to a career of public service and for 
this, Madam Speaker, this Member of Con-
gress thanks him. 

f 

HONORING SENATOR STEVEN C. 
PANAGIOTAKOS 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 

Ms. TSONGAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Senator Steven C. 
Panagiotakos from the Fifth District of Massa-
chusetts for his exemplary service to the citi-
zens of the City of Lowell and the towns of 
Tyngsboro, Westford, Groton, Dunstable and 
Pepperell as a Massachusetts State Rep-
resentative and Senator. 

Senator Panagiotakos was elected to the 
Massachusetts State Senate in 1996. Prior to 
that Senator Panagiotakos served two terms 
in the Massachusetts House of Representa-
tives and two terms as a member of the Low-
ell School Committee. Rising through the 
ranks to become Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Ways and Means, Senator 
Panagiotakos was charged with the oversight 
to develop and guide the Commonwealth’s 
budget through one of the worst fiscal crises 
since the Great Depression. 

Senator Panagiotakos has exhibited a life-
long commitment to the City of Lowell and the 
communities he represents. Known for his 
leadership style of compromise with Demo-
crats and Republicans, he was able to help 
secure funding for local projects such as the 
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